5. Questions to Ministers without notice - The ChieMinister
5.1 Deputy J.A.N. Le Fondré:

Just to return to matters regarding the Bishop ofdhester, does the Chief Minister consider
that either the Anglican clergy or the States o§dg can retain any confidence in the Bishop
who it appears distorts in the eyes of the trutratwdippear to be matters of a personal
agenda? Will he identify to the pastoral visitiwithom he is meeting that such concerns
have been expressed both in this Assembly anceiwitter community?

Senator I.J. Gorst (The Chief Minister):

Sometimes | wonder whether | am empowered to sp@akny own behalf, let alone on

behalf of every Member of this Assembly the way¢haent law is written. As | said earlier

to the Deputy’s question, | am aware of the deeyodet and the concerns, certainly with
regard to some of the ways the diocese perhapsthenBishop, being more particular, has
acted. | will be taking those issues up with tlstpral visit and the 2 Bishops undertaking
that visit.

5.2 Senator S.C. Ferguson:

Would the Chief Minister advise Members whetheiirtiends to alter the constitution of the
Jersey Appointments Commission and, if so, wheh®e ldoes, would he elaborate on the
reasons for change?

Senator |.J. Gorst:

| was asked this question, | think, last time iesfions without notice and my answer has not
changed.

5.3 Deputy R.G. Le Hérissier:

It is an extension on what | asked him previouslyWWould the Chief Minister not
acknowledge that this continuing debate about ttateS of Jersey and the Bishops that,
firstly, it does a disservice to other churchestlom Island who are also performing a vital
role, if one is of their persuasion? Secondly, Mtdwe not accept that the logical way to deal
with it is to have a proper separation of churcd &tate so that we can focus on the real
issues that have arisen?

Senator |.J. Gorst:

| would not and do not take that view. | look f@ama to the Deputy lodging his proposition
which is going to suggest that we in this Assendy going to disestablish the Church of
England from the Crown.

5.4 The Connétable of St. John:

Could | have the Chief Minister's view on his Mitass filibustering when it comes to
answering questions as we have just seen previoutiyhis predecessor who was on his
feet? Thank you.

Senator |.J. Gorst:

| did not take a record of how many questions theidter for Social Security managed to get
through but it seemed to be a reasonable amousthaps | could carry on his answer. If |
am not mistaken | think he was going to congratutae work of the Jobs Fest, the number
of people who have got into work for that peridte humber of employers that have engaged
and we hope that those jobs will continue and becpermanent. | think it is an excellent
scheme and I think we should be considering schéikeeg out into the future.



5.5 Senator S.C. Ferguson:

Would the Chief Minister explain to the Bishopsdaparticularly the Bishop of Winchester,
that his demands on local churches for money aossty unfair given that the local
communities upkeep the local churches and it ismmimbent upon the established church to
in fact upkeep their own churches?

Senator 1.J. Gorst:

| cannot speak, as you kindly reminded me, on bheiahe Bishop of Winchester ...
The Deputy Bailiff:

But this is what you were asked, whether you weiagto say it to him.

Senator 1.J. Gorst:

| can simply say | know that the Bishop of Wincleesis aware of that because | have
explained it to him on a number of occasions inghst in the same way that | did to this
Assembly, and why | believe that the associatiotwben church and State is so important
and an integral part of our parochial system.

5.5.1 Senator S.C. Ferguson:

The Chief Minister has not answered my questioroul he explain to the Bishops that the
local communities upkeep the churches? It is hetahurch establishment that has to; my
rates pay for my local Church of England churchdolnot begrudge it as a Methodist but
[Laughter] | feel that some of the demands made by the UrKthe local churches are
grossly unfair. Will he please explain it to them?

Senator |.J. Gorst:

| have to visiting Bishops in the past and | wiintinue to do so. Perhaps we ought to mark
the occasion when Senator Ferguson finds thatdewpon her are acceptable and she is
pleased to pay them.

5.6 Deputy M. Tadier:

Does the Chief Minister agree that we live in arréasingly cosmopolitan society where the
Church of England does not have a monopoly on ¢higious expression or belief of the
more general populous? If we are to continueimhry archaic way of having a designated
religious person in the States Assembly, then veeilshalso consider extending that to those
of the Muslim, Catholic, Hindu and Humanist faitles,non-faiths, as it may be, so that we
can also create some spaces for an Imam, for a fatmend for a Canon perhaps of the
Catholic church to be able to express their viewsthis Assembly on behalf of their
individual communities.

Senator I.J. Gorst:

| may not agree entirely with all that the Depu&ydsbut | think his sentiment is a fair one:
that we are a welcoming community, that we are ramoanity made up of individuals and
communities of differing religious opinion. We shd welcome that and not find it
something the reverse of. Having said that, we aa@mmunity with a long Christian
heritage and we should not throw that out or seathinge things without good reason. The
Deputy may not be aware, perhaps it was before &® elected to this Assembly, but |
brought an amendment to the then Deputy of St.iMarproposal to review the non-elected
positions of this Assembly which withdrew the raléthe Dean from that review. The
Assembly at that point agreed with me and my pmsitias not changed.



5.6.1 Deputy M. Tadier:

The Chief Minister said that we are an Island wihgstanding links to the Church of

England; relatively speaking, not that long in terof history. Does the Chief Minister agree
that as an Island historically we have got muctaggmeand longer-lasting links with Pagan
tradition and by that logic we should be therefappointing some kind of druid to speak on
behalf of the greater Island’s cultural heritagehis Assembly and not the privileged status
of a very elite Church of EnglandRaughter]

Senator I.J. Gorst:

| think | said everything that | needed to say mswer to the first question. | would simply
say that | used the term “Christian” and not angc#jc denomination.

5.7 Deputy G.C.L. Baudains:

| wonder if the Chief Minister could advise us wihet he has come to any conclusion
regarding his Minister for Planning and Environmant if not whether he might consider
seeking advice from the Bishop when he meets Hiraughter]

Senator |.J. Gorst:

The thought had not occurred to me, which is agr@sting one.
Deputy G.C.L. Baudains:

Perhaps he would consider answering the questidie W is at it.
5.8 Deputy M.R. Higgins:

Changing the subject entirely, can the Chief Mangell me the state of the discussions with
Guernsey regarding bringing in lower duties on @tas which were revealed to the public
on the Politics programme, | think, by the Assistifinister for Treasury and Resources?
Does he feel that it is right that we are not gmlyting the price up but then going to make
things difficult for them by not allowing them taibg cigarettes in that are duty-free?

[16:45]
Senator |.J. Gorst:

It is not an issue that | am close to so that lld@nswer with any authority. However, it is
an issue which will be discussed and raised byMim@ster for Treasury and Resources
tomorrow during the Budget debate.

5.9 Deputy J.A. Hilton:

Does the Chief Minister agree with the editoriabaibthe budget in today'3E.P. (Jersey
Evening Post)? Does he also agree with me that it is a litileriisleading to quote a figure
of £500 million for the development of the hospitdien in fact we will be debating a figure
of around £290 million?

Senator |.J. Gorst:

| am a politician that is more relaxed about whegdd in the media than perhaps some other
Members of the Assembly. | did not agree with $katiment of the editorial perhaps until
we got to the final paragraph which seemed to atdiccontrary to the preceding number of
paragraphs, that it was the right budget for Jeegethis time because we will be putting
money back into the pockets of lower and middlenea, will be investing in infrastructure
for the future, will be creating a hospital that wen be proud of where we know that
Islanders will be getting the care that they desetivat we will be dealing responsibly with



providing social housing into the future and tha will be dealing with our waste in an
appropriate manner. | think that this Budget is liest Budget that | have ever seen since |
have been elected to this Assembly and | am prowldl am grateful for the work that the
Treasury and Resources Department has put in ingibg forward this Budget.
[Approbation] Perhaps | hope that tomorrow’s editorial mayewflthat rather than the
sentiments reflected today.

5.10 Deputy S.G. Luce of St. Matrtin:

Tomorrow some growers from Guernsey are in the Wnldking representations about the
possible reintroduction of L.V.C.R. (Low Value Cayrament Relief) for their home-grown
products. Since | asked the Chief Minister thiesiion a few weeks ago, could he tell us
whether he has made any inquiries or had any digms with either Guernsey or the U.K.
on this matter recently?

Senator |.J. Gorst:

Tomorrow there is an All-Party Parliamentary Chdniséands Group meeting of which
Jersey is a part and Senator Bailhache will bendittg representing Jersey at a political
level. As part of those meetings there is alsogan showcasing of particular industries
and sectors in Jersey and in Guernsey. The Guefdgmvers Association are represented
and will be showcasing the work that they do arat th the context in which they will be
raising that particular issue.

5.11 The Connétable of St. John:

Will the Chief Minister review the immigration poyi given that non-E.U. (European Union)
citizens have to have work permits yet E.U. Mentbiates have free movement to Jersey but
not necessarily have free movement to the U.K.vaoitk permits?

Senator I.J. Gorst:

We have only recently agreed the new Control of ditay and Work (Jersey) Law 2013 and
as we said at the time it needs to be given timeadik. | think we are already seeing it work
from the questions that | had and the answerd that able to give earlier today. Therefore,
it does not seem to me that now is the approptiiate to review that work as it has only just
come into legislative force.

The Connétable of St. John:

A supplementary?

The Deputy Bailiff:

There are 3 Members to go, | think we will not tgeyou, Connétable. Deputy Le Hérissier.
5.12 Deputy R.G. Le Hérissier:

Given the relatively short tenure of our recent lmniResources Directors and presumably
given the fact we are now searching for a new ooald the Chief Minister tell us how he
intends to deal with this and whether he feelspgtoeess being put in place will lead to a
much more stable position?

Senator |.J. Gorst:

As | said when the Deputy asked a very similar jaest the last sitting, we are fortunate to
have recruited prior to the departure of the HuiRasources Director, a deputy director from
on-Island from the private sector who was an egog¢ltandidate in 1.T. and is currently in



the acting role. | see no reason why that padrcpérson should not carry on into the future
and do a very good job on our behalf.

5.13 Deputy G.C.L. Baudains:

The Chief Minister failed to answer the first paftmy previous question: what is his current
position regarding the Minister for Planning and/isEmnment?

Senator I.J. Gorst:

Sorry, perhaps | should apologise for the flipp@sponse that | gave but it was too good to
miss with regard to the Bishop giving me advices 1Aave said, and said at the last States
sitting, it is only right when issues come to lighait a proper process should be followed.

That process is being followed and those conceshedld be given time to consider and to

make their case. We are in the middle of that ggemow. | hope to be in a position to

speak more publicly about that within the next a9or so.

The Deputy Bailiff:

That brings questions without notice to an enderéhis nothing under J and nothing under
K. Can | just give notice to Members that P.157ackinery of Government. committee

system has been lodged by Deputy Baudains and PAs@ss to Justice in Jersey: review
has been lodged by the Chief Minister.



